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He went on to explain that at any rate Rosebery was
irritated and disappointed because he seemed to have
expected confidences which he did not receive.
Something, therefore, should be done to soothe him.
This was not a happy line to advance towards Glad-
stone of all people. He replied curtly :

" The notion of a title to be consulted on succession to a
Cabinet office is absurd. I believe Rosebery to have a very
modest estimate of himself, and trust he has not fallen into
so gross an error."

Gladstone's choice of Chichester Fortescue, just
created Lord Carlingford, for the Privy Seal was
natural enough. Ireland had been placed in the first
line, he was an Irishman, and had been Chief Secre-
tary so long ago as 1865. Later in the session he took
charge of the Irish Land Bill in the House of Lords
and assisted its passage loyally and capably.

Such considerations, joined to Gladstone's conser-
vatism in the matter of official promotion, prevented
Rosebery's admission to the Cabinet at thirty-four,
the age at which Canning, Peel, and Gladstone
himself entered the inner circle of government. But
if he had been given the Privy Seal, with the charge of
Scottish business, pending the creation of a Scottish
Secretaryship, a just and sensible reform would have
been accelerated, while Harcourt and he having
started in friendly accord, some later occasions of
personal friction and misunderstanding might have
been escaped. In the House of Lords .early in the
session he only intervened in a discussion on the
administration of the Burnett bequest, a religious
endowment at Aberdeen University to be regulated
under the Endowed Institutions (Scotland) Act. In
his capacity of Rector of the University he came into
collision with the Duke of Richmond, its Chancellor, a
frequent antagonist on other occasions. He spoke
wittily for Lord Dunraven's resolution in favour of
opening museums and galleries on Sunday, which was
lost by but seven votes in a tolerably full House.